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Contemporary democracies are currently under stress. The legitimacy of political 

actors and institutions is challenged by growing popular feelings of distrust and dis-

satisfaction, which are – in the end – questioning the very principle of political re-

presentation. Political parties are blamed for their inability to meet citizens’ de-

mands, failing to be recognized as legitimate mediators in the relationship between 

citizens and politics. On the contrary, anti-establishment parties entered the politi-

cal arena and populist leaders have gained large momentum. In addition, democra-

cies are experiencing frequent institutional crises, whereas uncertain processes of 

government formation, political instability, and repeated elections have become 

commonplace in many countries. Indeed, electoral and constitutional rules are in-

creasingly questioned, while attempted reforms end up in ineffective results. Public 

opinion appears disenchanted and disaffected with politics, blamed for the inability 

to provide effective responses to a long and dramatic economic crisis.  

Against this background, the 12th SISE International Conference aims to address 

issues related to the challenges to contemporary democracies from different per-

spectives, such as public opinion and opinion polls, patterns of voting behaviour, 

electoral rules and their consequences, party organizations and dynamics of re-

newal, government cohesion and approval against electoral cycle and the economic 

crisis, the role of supranational government and multilevel governance, social move-

ments and political participation, media and social media in the age of disintermedia-

tion. 

Comparative as well as single-case studies are welcome, emphasizing that all pro-

posals must be anchored to solid methodological and theoretical perspectives. 

Scholars and researchers interested in parties, elections, leadership, political com-

munication and political institutions are invited to submit their proposals. Please 

note that the suggested topics are indicative. Alternative or original thematic propo-

sals are equally welcome.  

 Abstract proposal should be up to 250 

words 

 

 Proposals must be sent using the 

“paper proposal form” (see  

www.studielettorali.it) and should be 

sent to segreteria@studielettorali.it 

 

 October 14, 2019: Call for Papers 

deadline 

 

 October 25, 2019: Proposers will be 

notified by SISE of the outcome of their 

abstract submission 

 

 November 25, 2019: Papers Due to 

Chairs and Discussants 

 

 Papers can be submitted in English or 

Italian. 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL 

CONFERENCE SCIENTIFIC BOARD 

Roberto BIORCIO / Silvia BOLGHERINI / Fabio 

BORDIGNON  / Mario CACIAGLI / Alessandro 

CHIARAMONTE / Nico D’AMELIO / Lorenzo DE 

SIO / Vincenzo EMANUELE / Paolo NATALE /  

Aldo PAPARO / Antonella SEDDONE / Fulvio 

VENTURINO  


